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FOREWORD 


Shn U. N. Dhebar who had been a leading 
lawyer before he abandoned the legal profession and 
entered on his political career, is a well-known figure 
in Indian Public Life and one of the prominent 
followers of Mahatma Gandhi. He was Chief Minister 
m Sourashtra for six years and has enjoyed the 
great distinction of being elected on three occasions 
as President of the Indian National Congress. He 
has also served on important Governmental Committees , 

At the Kurukshetra University he delivered three 
lectures on “Gandhian Thought” the scheme of 
sncfc lectures having been outlined by the Government 
of India in order to illustrate the various aspects 
of Gandhiji’s life and thought. 

Mr. Dhebar recently delivered, under the auspices 
of the Annamalai University, three lectures which 
elicited considerable interest. He has pointed out 
that at Chair has been instituted in the Harvard 
University to undertake research on non-violence 
and in his first lecture, Mr. Dhebar outlines his 
interpretation of Gandhiji’s doctrine of Ahimsa and 
discusses its adaptability to such new and dynamic 
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that, according to Gandhiji, the essential purpose of 
human life was not material acquisition but a search 
for truth through self-purification. Civilisation, in 
other words, consists not in the multiplication but 
m the restriction of wants. At the same time, 
Mr. Dhebar points out that Gandhiji did not work 
for a primitive economy but sought to make it clear 
that industrialisation should, as far as possible, proceed 
on the basis of a maximum of decentralisation. 

Tnese lectures furnish a clear perspective of 
the Gandhism outlook on life and life’s problems 
and are specially valuable as eme nating from a fervent 
and talented disciple of Gandhiji. 


Vi ce-C h a n cell or’ s Lodge, > 
Annamalai University, > 
Annamalainagat, ; 


c P. RAMASWAMI A1YAR, 
Vice-Chancellor , 






LECTURE - T 


NON-VIOLENCE 

AS THE LAW OF HUMAN SPECIES 

L Gandhian Lecture Series have now become 
an annual feature in most of our Universities. It 
may, perhaps, be known to some of you that- the 
Harvard University has founded a Chair to undertake 
research on non-violence, Pi trim A. Sorokhia, the 

director of the Research Centre in Creative Altruism 
in the Harvard University, has “ reverently dedicated 
to the deathless Mohandas K. Gandhi” his great 
work on “ Reconstruction of Humanity” using non- 
violence as the main theme. Two of the eminent 
thinkers of the world - Sir Bertrand Russell and 
Br. Martin Luther King described Gandhiji’s 
message as the only hope for human survival. Gandhiji, 
apart from the fact that he is revered as the Father 
of a nation comprising a sixth of the human race, 
has become a symbol of the aspirations of the down- 
trodden people of the world and of humanity’s 
longing for peace and harmony. 

Interpretation of Gandhiji - A stupendous Task: 

2, To interpret Gandhiji is a stupendous ta s k . 
My mind goes back to a day in April 1919. I was 
studying in the fourth form in a Bombay High School. 
My elder brother took me to witness a procession. 
Processions are now the order of the day. In those 
days they were rare. The day was called the Black 
Sunday. Gandhiji had given a call to the Nation 
to observe it as a day of fast, to hold public prayers, 
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new purpose and a new wffl “ “thet'a” * 
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WOmen aBd for the welfare of labour. 
. thes f struggles he was to influence directly 
and mdirectly many a facet of Indian life. AbovI 
all he was to challenge a whole body of conceptions 
and values which the whole mankind had thought 
to be un-challengeable. gm 

behind of Na P^eon that he wrote and left 

behmd 60,000 letters and notes. Gaadfaiji’s writing 

Z g^’ 11 PUbIiSlled ’ »»ld fill libraries. BooS 
on Gandhiji are galore and are still pouring out. 

Moreover, h e fills the vast vista of mv mind 
and the minds of thousands, who had the privilege 
of serving the country under him. ° 

It is so very difficult to condense his ageless 
message m a few pages. 

Nm DymmlC Si,m,ion ' Slil I ™re 

5. 8th September, 1962, will prove a d , 

% SS did **““ ^ “ April 

_■ ' , t s the ChzQese army was invading our borders 
across .he watersheds on the hioh zri d • , t 

Himalayas on the North East, the° broad masses of 
^da wererubbmg their eyes, collecting their thotmhts 

SstST “? thek m “ d « - 

trustful* Tb / e ° Ple “* exceedi ”Sly tolerant and 
S*®*’- d “ 8et easily agitated over many 

£&?£■ T se intation ' *»»■ ™ 

theyTIv^ £?££***■ **' <*» 

hoid tbem back - Tte ^ k ’ 

• f 8th Se P t5n *er came upon our people 
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as the last straw on the camel’s back. It has burst 
the dams of inexhaustible patience and our people 
have braced themselves for the final sacrifice. 

of JL Th£ ea&e . attention of the people in the midst 
ot such a crisis is naturally focussed on a single 

■Sf; ^:V h T"° m thS ChiQeSe - To ^ture to 
Ik of truth and non-violence in the midst of this 

upheaval is like performing tight-rope walking, which 

a man engagea m active politics rarely likes but 
can seldom avoid. ’ Ut 

Two Questions ; 

7. Two questions are on everyone’s lips, The 
question most often asked is, “Would Gandhifi have 
permitted military defence against China'?’ 5 r+ 
a natural question to be asked. It i Sj however nev £ 
mse to anticipate or imagine the possible reiS 
Of epoch-making personalities. Such persons are 

a s » «*£ 

is-i ** 

an combined 

are politicians, diplomats statesman , They 

sociologists ah rolled into ’one. Gandhi|^cS 
have given a reply to the question. 

*• knew Gandhiji well will have 

no hesitation m saying that with him them could 
have been no question of sllmoder ; n f C0U “ 
aggression. In this he differprf a of 

the West. O^hiif^“ 0 " 
dwmntcs of his poiicy lay in working 




of the main current of life of the people and not 
m the side and narrow rivulets and brooks. For 
him the Chinese aggression would have been as much 
a problem facing himself which he and the masses 
together were required to solve. So far as he was 
concerned there was no doubt that he would have 
worked only for a solution through non-violence. 
But if the people were not prepared for non-violent 
resistance, he would have allowed them and the 
Government to try and to solve it militarily. He 
would never have permitted anyone to get away 
with the idea that his concept of non-violence was a 
weak expression of a helpless and docile personality 
or was a plea to shield inaction or surrender, 

_ 9. The other question generally asked is about the 

feasibility of successful defence through non-violence. 
It is also a very relevant question. I have treated the 
question at length in its normal context. As we proceed, 
we shall see that non-violence has a great role to 
play in the prevailing crisis and even a greater role 
in the context of world peace, in the nuclear age. 

India cannot do without non-violence nor can the 
world. 

Non-violence - Wfiat it is 

10. Before we jump to the highest climb of 
non-violent defence, however, let us try to understand 
what is non-violence. Non-violence is not something 
that can be looked at in an inverted manner from 
top downwards treating non-violent defence first and 
the philosophy of non-violence thereafter. This 
way of looking at non-violence from the wrong end 
has resulted in creating a lot of confusion about it. 
That is an abnormal way of looking at anything. 


l“; a “ s srr •» «« *•* is 

iS meant for abnormal people. 

non-violeBS^wLa* 1 ” 8 abD0I?nal > however, about 
human to“ ss ™ e ““ we are «”**>«. of it or not, 

for non-violence, LeTuTX' thT “® C f oadilioM<J 
the breast of it, , _ tts case of a child at 

affection that bind the memb'erf of at “ d 

promote cordial itv h +. ' J ° F a family or which 
then letns SnkL,H tWeen %°° d Shears; and 
ness of life th * Sense of na PP in ess and of full, 
other land take 1'“^ ’“‘“J °» *»e 

or cursing her child or think of Val-i™*" t,ckmg 
short tempers Quarrels At . r J f iies CUrsed with 
with aggressive tmnA ligations, and neighbours 
unhapjSS “ d *"« afak or the 

aotwocontraSjp^irf^n HWe fa 

or the absence of a nk P « ’ W£ d scern tfie presence 
accounts for the LL?™,””* 0 ” or an which 

‘efemit™Ludvinr C thm S i are i‘ :aSUa,; b “‘ n °‘ tSat 

find that the resulti/ha^te" • “T f 1 ” 1 ' we sha « 
tie intervening dealing, i, ! oHy the end product , 
concerned manifest the ontwarj ?*,• ^ Umm b^S 8 
bare of these two iies slmlt n y ’ b “ at «><= 

to sweeten our lives and the lives of all I OTen 
as- This underlying element t c ^ hose around 
violence. In concrete terms it j s the Tf ° f n ° Q ' 
part of the mother that c h & h&hns on 

b« also belongs to ,h e chill f tT* ‘“ M ' 
‘mutual belonging ’ that thls sense of 

‘ - — “ircc-i,-- 
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It is this sense of mutual belonging that opens out 
the barriers of separateness and throws one another 
mto each other’s arms. When a mother refuses to 
belong to the child, but wants to own it, the trouble 
starts. That can happen to brothers in a family 
and even to husbands and wives. When the 
husband refuses to belong to the wife but wants to 
own her, the difficulty arises; much more so when 
the wife adopts such a posture and refuses to belong 
to the husband but wants to own him. The life may flow 
on “as the water flows through the pipe”' as 

Tolstoy put it. The sweetness and charm of life are, 
however, missed . 


Non-violence - Its Potential ; 

13, I confess that I am indulging in some 
oversimplification and that too before one of the most 
intelligent audiences I have ever been called upon to 
address. I have done this intentionally to expel 
from the minds of people, all thought that non-violence 
is something unnatural, abnormal, other-worldly or 
difficult for mortals to practise. It is a fashion these 
ays to make every thing appear difficult and to examine 
everything from the complicated end. Gandhiji’s 
speciality was that he built his mighty campaigns upon 
simple truths oflite. He had known through personal 
experience that though these truths appeared simple 
on the surface, they were charged with a life-giving 
potential. It was because of that latent vitality 
in them that they have stood the test of time 
even against a world least concerned about their 
need. He was convinced of the great power 
and potential of non-violence. 
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and h ]aLin? ed ? ^ ™ Hfe 00 that P ower 
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He based his mil C ° me t0 terms with him- 
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and bring liberation to 
exploited people. 


a beaten, frustrated and 


Technique of Non-Violence : 

IN The genius of Gandhiji lay in developing 
a techmque for the use of that potential weapon. 
Non-Violence, according to him, began with oneself. 
It began with the acceptance of the phenomenon 

0 , f J . sp , mt rcsidin = ia oneself. The existence of this 
life-force’, as Pandit Nehru calls it, cannot be 
disputed. Life is life because of it. Without it life 
is a corpse. Consciousness, integration and 
coordination in living creatures are its outward 
manifestations. We value these, but we neglect the 
spirit. It is this life force - this dynamic element 
m our personality - that provides us the strength 
and the power. That dynamic element can provide 
us as much strength and power as we want to 
withstand all trials and tribulations and fight 
successfully the power of the mightiest in the cause 
of truth and justice. 

17, The life of an Indian is expected to be 
edicated to the search and realisation of this 
element, the spirit. It is this portion of our history, 
culture, tradition and philosophy 'which is a matter 
of perpetual pride for us. It has given our nation 
a destination. Individuals in the past used to strive 
and realise this source in their life-time and utilise 
its great potential for their spiritual benefit. The 
great contribution of Gandhiji and his greatest gift 
to humanity was to demonstrate that this 

phenomenon of the life force, this spirit, this 
elemental source of strength and happiness can be 
utilised on a social scale for the benefit of the 
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S/J-wt Non-violence is its vehicle. 

to ene i d , ^ S relation of phenomenon 
to non-violence in the following words; 

• n °r 5 Visi T aryi 1 am a P factic al idealist. 

The religion of non-violence is not meant 

merely for the Rishis and Saints. It j s 
meant for the common people as well. 
Non-violence is the law of our species as 
violence is the law of the brute. The spirit lies 
dormant in the brute and he knows no law 
out that of the physical might. The dignity 
of man requires obedience to a higher law - to 
tne strength of the spirit.” 

. . *?: Ti * e s< f cocd truth, which, again was known 

to individuals, but never practised on a social scale 
and which Gandhiji brought into the wider field 

? t Pera r° a ’ WaS tbe consc i°usness of the strength 
of this force -this spirit. I quote him again: 

“Non-violence in its dynamic condition means 
conscious suffering. It does not mean meek 
submission to the will of the tyrant. Working 
under this law of our being, it is possiw f 

f, f s J D 2 Jc ^dividual to defy the whole 
might or an unjust empire, to save his honour 
his ^hgion, his aoni and lay the foundation 
r that empire s fall or its regeneration.” 

19. The third aspect about non-violence was 
oasang a« y the fear of death. Gattdh 

“ Let me not be misunderstood. Strength does 
iauo ^noie wiU. An average Zulu 




Englishman m bodily capacity But he flies 
from an Eng] sh boy because he fears the 
b° ys revolver or those who will use it for 
him He fears death and is nervous m spite of 
his burly figure ”. 

is .he 0 '™' f 7? lrath “ reMc » » non-violence 

Ltrr ° f f0rilV “ eSS - Again tet » *** to 

But I believe non-violence is infinitely superior 
to violence; forgiveness is more manly than 
punishment. Forgiveness adorns a soldier But 
abstinence is forgiveness only when there is 
the power to punish. It is meaningless when 
it proceeds - from a helpless creature. We m 

hn d H in a m0meat reaIise that one 

hundred thousand Englishmen need not frighten 

three hundred million human beings ~ A 
definite forgiveness would, therefore, mean a 
definite recognition of our strength. With 
enlightened forgiveness must come a wave of 
strength m us which would make it impossible 
for a Dyer and a Frank Johnson to heap 
affront on India’s devoted head. India can 
gam more by waiving the right of punishment 
We have better work to do, a better mission 
to deliver to the world”. 

21 . We have in these four or five passages the 

ITJTT of 1118 of «»-**£ u 

y t0 , llve up £o tnem even in a small way, we 
shall experience the power they possess. A man 

b^omes violent only when he forgets himself or 
forgets his own essential nature and his own human 
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daracter. He does this because he feels that he 
to no remedy against injustice. It is helplessne® 
that generally drives a person to violence. But once 
he realises that he has a reservoir of strength withfa 
himself. Which cannot oblige him to snbSto 
tomserf to injustice and also can secure justice he 
can face anyone and everybody calmly. * 

22. Again Gandhiji was laying down no new 
law for ourselves. Ha was merely inducing us to 
extend our circxe of those whom we love so as to 
include our adversaries also therein. This process of 

deliberate extension of the circle email* . P ? or " 
mt'tin’ tA clrcle entails training of 

mind to belong spontaneously to all. in other words 

training of mind to Jove even our opponent Frfl’ 
Fromm describes love's relationship thus: 

“Productive love always implies a syndrome of 
attitudes; that of care, responsibility respect 
and knowledge. If I love, iLe - th££? am 
actwely concerned with the other person’s 
growth and happiness; I ara not a sp P e e c r £ ^; 

I am responsible, that is I respond to 

surface to the core of uin 1 , ■ , 

myself to him from my core homTh Ielaied 
h S against the periphery, of’ my being •T'"’’ 

wor t 2 i z a zz d z rtr r of * ure 

challenges against 



11 


quarter with the weapon of self - suffering. It was 

tZbZT" th f for those who ™ 

f£m r C h ™l oT 8 c " *?*“* 

a battle to w,a -TZte JT ™ 

of trmit 0 „j • r e a b£Lttle m the cause 

truth and justice. It may be a battle against the 
adversary wjftlr oneself ^ be a b | 

to adveraary without. r a , he formsr M J 
to rectify his conduct. If it is tie latter it should 

acTmpalttdh '** ** *"“*» couvSn 

accompam v d by non-cooperation with the evil, whatever 

the consequences and whatever the harm and 
OSS to oneseif. Ifafterall.be avenues at persuastn 
and converston are exhausted and still the evil persists 
one has to resort to peaceful, civil and d3 
resistance. Everyone of tw, ,#• • g med 

oart nr th~ 7 °f £hese s£e P s is an integral 

taughfus COn ' vioIeQce which Gandbiji 

m l 4 ' , Lrf f COR stitutes a perpetual challenge to the 
mamhood of a non-violent person and as he faces 
the challenge, he gains in strength and height. It wZ 

? h f process tbat Pot the country on the road^ 
integration It was also this process that brought ns 
freedom. And finally, it was this process that ££ 
for us a place of position in the international world. 
India was respected not for its military strength ■ 

hriliil reSpeCted not because ^ its intellectual 
brilliance nor was it respected for its wealth or 

p ssessions. It was the unique manner by which we 
secured our freedom that produced an Impact on Z 
mind of humanity about our moral calibre and 
national character. It was this that gave us a place 
of honour among the nations of the world and lent 
us strength in enhancing the cause of peace. 
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. 3 * n the nature of non-violence tw \ 

activities have to be reflected in small thillgs b f J 

batT ° n ^ thi ” gS ' used ,0™ 

icebera CTth ™ n '™ leBce is like m 

S w ate rt ftri v: r sb ‘ ™ d - 

non-violence is to bind the people Tt thr^ ° f 

t« broken knots, bnild bri dues w* 

«fff and inject thethole < 51 ' Z™ 
new laith and a now str^n^th i T n “ 

in «, up thes es TeT 

The beans and 

the operation of non-violence. h base f ° r 

records" written 6 on^bin^^pictums^^tf ^ ^ ° tb “ 
before our eves of w’ lu and picturcs float 

ail bis activities and snu^T ’ft " ”£ 

sou :\ Afri - m -S rs 

to z \ r K; n see GMdhiji 

of a Zulu bitten by a snake •’ o h ” fr °“ tte ,oes 

Or a bearer to some teader ' b ^ 0mi "® a wash «»an 

about Gandhiji removing the Jtlt ^ ’’ We read 
about Gandhijj W>B-m a. ni Sht soil; we read 

children as a father^ and cZ aw - C ° nea ® ues and tbeir 

Mountbatten’s and Lord Linl'ilf tr , eatlng even Lord 

bis own. We read ^^ thg0S . da ^ters like 
responsibility of staying' °on aCCepting the 

Muslim League government tr. ■ CUtta to hel P the 
on the eve of Independence ^form limself 0 ^ 

U SST* u’sfbuT/ottt'' r d t0 P reven l blood-shed^ 

~ g * ^ or sr • s?£ 


of honour and dignity Not a day passed not an 
hour o. his life when he was not engaged in fulfilling 
the law of love 

But that ^ was not all that he had set before us* 
His was a mission of ceaseless struggle in the cause of 
truth, justice and peace. So, as we read about him other 
pictures also float before us. We read about Gandhiji 
parting with his dear and near ones ; about Gandhiji 
fasting time and again; about Gandhiji wearing out 
in the service of the nation ; about Gandhiji being- 
jeered, mobbed, attacked, stabbed, bombed and 
finally gunned. With love in his heart, with the 
power of spirit to strengthen him he forded the 
great river of darkness and opened for us the flood 
gates of light. 


Can We Do Without Non - Violence ? 

27. There are people who ridicule non-violence 
Some of them are very distinguished personages. They 
speak about it as if it was something out of date or 
an exhausted force. It is necessary to realise that there 
is going on m our country, a gross oversimplification 
of the problems facing India. It is so clear to me 
that not all the violence in the world can solve 
the problems of this country. Practice of violence in 
solving the internal problems of India will be a 
disservice the extent of which will depend' upon the 
type and the volume of violence we may use. But 
there is not the slightest doubt that whatever the 
violence used it can never solve the problems of the 
country. It should be remembered that this country 
has a background of servitude of centuries not only 
at the political but at the social and economic level. 
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w „ 8 6 P ° ! ‘ tlcai - sociaI and «o»mic 
problems. Whoever cares to understand this would 

realise that we are all sitting on a volcano. Our only 

asset is the tolerance of our people. Take only the 

only S mtergrati0n ’ We shaU ^0 weed out not 
th/Jl- f SSC]ousness of acd communities but 

itS I? 01 " 10 P0HtI ' Cal injuStice "*** 

S' 0nSC1OUSneSS ’ Ecoaomic disparities can 
easily be mis-mterpreted as the outcome of social 

superiorities and political privileges, the outcome of 

rrr-- GoVerament lighten 

our task m main taming order and arranging for 
development But the people who are socially and 
economically m a disadvantageous position can be 

rminS°o ny tf en Aey ^ th3t the Socie ^ ^self 

is m ndful of their interests, ft is, in other words 

t sSHT of °" r society to rid «■» rf 

21 J eCono ™ c mb, accompanied by a 

t 1 T“! eff ° n °“ i£S Pait to ™ over the people 
m a disadvantageous position that can bring about 
emotional integration. Can we obtain i, by flgS 

ZZ S T X,VSS With arras - *>« we now 
P ssess perhaps m good quantity ? This will onlv 
promote civil strife. 0rAy 

235f “ « 

S new society on poor foundations if we 



inducements What we need is a medium that will 
give content to the term India and the term Indians 
what she stood for what exactly we are going to 
learn at her feet and what we all shall stand for. It 
will then be building upon our real foundation 
Outward conformity will then not be a matter of much 
concern. We owe this to our motherland. We owe 
it to the memory of the Father of the Nation It 
was not an accident or fluke that we are free and 
functioning. It was a reality perfemed before our 
own eyes and the eyes of the world. It is only the 
same medium that will ensure our attaining our end 
without damaging our unity and dignity in the 
country and outside - the medium of loving sufference 
m the cause of truth and justice, 

29. I would like to end with a question put 
by Leon Blum- He asked, “The human race had the 
wisdom to create science and art, why should it not 
be capable to create the world of justice, brotherliness 
and peace?” In the teachings of Gandhiji we have 
the answer. This teaching is our heritage. We can 
deny our selves the use of it if we like. But It is 
that heritage that gives a distinctive place of honour 
and respect to us as Indians, it is that heritage that 
has sustained us and it is that heritage that will 
sustain us in the end. 



LECTURE -II 

NON - VIOLENCE AS A CONDITION 
ESSENTIAL FOR HUMAN SURVIVAL 

I; Yesterday we discussed what constitutes 
non-violence and the elements constituting the 
technique of non-violence as evolved by Gandhi ii 

ftaS 1 C ° me l ° a Controversia3 of war and 

2 ^ Humanity has entered the nuclear age. It is 
a culmination of far - reaching advances in the field of 

Man has alrea dy reached a 

in fn /^l nCe re]ation t0 his material wants 

o L i ° f ® l0be ' He taS aIso aC{ l uired means 
to banish poverty from the rest, if he so wills Man’s 

interests are now not confined to the globe alone. 

He is reaching out to the space surrounding the space 

t Tif “ d sisteI ‘to move wfth his ^ 

K is cert&mly a glorious period is the history of 

Se ta , he 17- h “ m “ bei ” g C “ “» ■>'>“ 

preU he a,ta “ mentS ° f hiS ftBow mOT - Mad is 

£ ™ S w ? h “ a »t his immense latent 

powers ana potential, 

Some Realities of World Situation: 

Side by Side k deveI °Pmg another picture. 

R . ' iS 2CCOffi pamed by mental and moral sickness 
R^ial tensions a re mounting. Society is getting divided 

afraid of P t°n lar:S ^ UnitS aTmed t0 the teeth. Each is 

Nuclear bombf^f ^ SSM ° m maa bds been before. 
Nuclear bombs threaten to destroy a bulk of the 
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human species. c P a ji - 7t , , . 

^ already poisoning vegetate ^ nucIear tests 
himself and is endangering posterity ^ SUStaim 

The United Nations Wi been^St 3 sItu ^oa. 

its efforts fcave met with i—T 8 for peace ‘ But 
Indo-CWna, Kashmir, Gfa L Cor f ^ Kore ^ 
3Te so many m j nes fh ’ , - oa go, Berlin and Cuba 

The United Nations guides^ at any time. 

relatively helpless when it eZ bu£ beco ^ 

of its will especially against the ™ ^ enforce ®ent 

religion, thinkers and S0c ; o7n ^° r powers - Men of 

Angers and risks tooC If ^ "*? <he 

sometimes revolutionaiy chantf £® djU!ta “ t and 
they suggest, rarely proves adefnl'. ^ "adjustment 
changes they suggest are h c ’ the revolutionary 

« thewS 

° f tb * m the result hnnS Tn The fa * 

5 s £ s °n a precanons balance. 

Properly understwd fn^the conSr' requires to he 
It « not as if Gne were . ° n£ext °t the nuclear age. 

or even a ladder or for the Precauousl y °u a stool 
Wge of a rock with ‘°l t‘ T 2* ° f <® the 



* ' VVM OD it TS h irvK T J 

2 ^ -s 

oT a twenty - mjaton bomb ; descrillti ‘® “f the burst 

^hwbhel^Ams < * 5 ’ fflk wi,h a 

way would see a fit-tall ? “tf “ S ®“T mi, « 
than the noonday S!I „ “ f ? H™ 8 brighter 
centre of the sun, &e ' bai] kot as the 
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The fire-ball rapidly expands until 
wide. As it expands it begins to 
an ever-widening area. 


it is 4 1 miles 
rise, scorching 


The matter sucked up by the fire-ball starts to 
condense on reaching upper air layers five to 
ten miles up. It spreads out, forming a 
radio-active mushroom cloud. The material 
in this cloud begins to descend as fall-out 


Meanwhile, an intense pressure wave, or shock 
travelling faster than sound, spreads out from 
the centre of the explosion crushing almost 

toitece”* “ ltS mb Uatil il graduaU 5' Ios « 

Following this shock-front comes the wind of 
more 1.000 miles per hour. As i, 

moves outward the wind diminishes; behind 
« a vacuum develops. Then the surrounding 
Z Z fam “S tte fires Parted by 

the thermal radiation and initial blast dam.;. 

Soon these fires will join and develop into 

toiler across^ XthM ^ 

structures and living thing, W ‘“ 

Ti deeD Ia f t ^ W ° m create a iofe 240 feet 
deep at its deepest point and a h»w f 

across. ^ Within a radius of 7-7 * ? 

destruction would be severe 4 “ * he 

in a large cbv J J • l Ihe laities 

nmon^ d / y COUW mciade to six 


of responsible individuals and organisations : 

(a) General Gavin, the former Chief of Army 
“ a * d ^opment ifl the Voi *d States, in 

Current Planning estimates run on the order of 
several hundred million deaths...” 

0>) The United States Federal Civil Defence 
Administration estimated that if nuclear weapons 
havmg a combined yield of 2.500 megatons were 
dropped, the resulting damage would be : 

that, on the first day, 36 million would be dead 
and 57 million injured, and that by the sixtieth 
day there would be 72 million dead and 21 
mifiion injured, leaving 58 million uninjured. ” 

. . ( c) . National Planning Association of 

America m its report pointed out that in addition to 
the figures that the Federal Civil Defence Administra- 
tion has been able to calculate for the radio active 
death which might be expected within two months of 
the hostilities. 

“there will be an undetermined number of further 

CaSUaIl “f during these f olIowing M 

years, the remainder of the world would 
probably suffer some 10 million additional 
deaths as a result of the induction of tumors 
and genetic effects from the world-wide fall-out. 
t is striking that the damage to neutral countries 

Mgh as 5 to 10 per cent of that 
suffered by the beligerents”. 
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a , r „, v ! f. Dr - Lfa ™ Paolfag estimates that the damage 

S« OT “ a ^ of the **' » fc S*det 

“ I “' 000 cbiMre » will he bom with gross physical 

? e CaT 1 fi eCtS , dUrif,g the ”«« geaeratioa. 

• *° f of 4 .° 08 ’«M still-births, embryon e 

aatal or childhood deaths and children whh 
physical and mental defects. These 4,000 000 
victims will be spread out over some scored 
generations.” or 

-> son 8 * ThC WOrM possessed at the end of mi no 

co T sr r ^ ™ ~ 

explosions for each person living. ^ 

the term ■ pSous’S! now , 1,are >° me M* of what 
the fate nfth * baIance means, on which hangs 

Stdtlar TT in wbfch -hss* 

^ Bsed that make them good or bad. The micleS 
ponsihil™™ im°“ to h0 be Uraa ” 3 * rave rcs ‘ 

« Utilised foThi good 4T 
race. ThelssueT-??^ 0 dl '' S, ™ ctio " of ““ human 

* .«■» nuclear en^b^o “rake To “ e 

the perilous situation in which the VZtl accotHlt 

placed if We have tn nuclear energy has 

energy for destructive pulses nTc ° l " UClear 
should act as a cmKtsmt ™ - t Tbe Cuban crisis 
® Unreal as ae oSn ? re “ mder ** *e problem 

* in as frantic and madSg.^ Dr ‘ Raj “ dra F ^i 


reminded of the mythological story of Bhasmasura 
The story has a moral its own Power w thout 
wisdom is a menace to oneselr and the country as 
we l Anyone however, who dates to suggest that 
m this age of highly advanced science, the world lacks 
wisdom, is bound to be summarily laughed out 

nofwh f ° b there are P™ who do 
not bother being laughed at. They have the vision to 

look beyond the blazing brilliance of our achievements 

and the integrity to refrain from keeping back the 

concern they feel m their heart of hearts. Gtaadhiji was 

one of them. Writing as far back as in 1920 he said : 

“The Rishis who discovered the law of non-violence 
m the midst of violence were greater geniuses 
than Newton. They were themselves greater 
warriors than Wellington, Having themselves 
known the use of arms they realised their 
uselessness and taught a weary world that its 
salvation lay not through violence but through 
non-violence.” s 

II. Gandhiji talked in monosyllables, and in 
the language not so usual in the Western world, 
f +t, iry Tears later he has started receiving support 
o the quarters least expected who talk in the 
terminology of the West. Sir John Cockroft about 

mote toTssT: Say “ e ™ other - WOTld| y « antiquated 

“It is clear enough already, however, that our 
civilisation can be destroyed in a night if ever 
these great forces are released from destination. 
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Tbts presents the human race with the greatest 
challenge, it has ever had, to cooperate in 
disarmament and so to banish the threat which 
now hangs over the whole world.” 

12. Max Born the great nuclear physicist was 

also io write on the authority of three great military 

generals of the last war in sunnnrt n f tvL 
as under: support of his conclusion 

“Technology has become a decisive factor in 
J a ^, war The second World War was 

decidedly a stra SS Ie of machines and technological 

organisation ” S i 

"The victorious General of last war rejected 
the new kind of warfare as a means of political 

decl ? on He (General Eisenhower) said that 

he intended to see that the people of his 

SeaLTJ° Uld “ fm “ re n " ! °”« er be heeded... 

Sir rv 80mery “ d Ge,,erai MacArthnt 
have likewise said that modern weapons 

bave reduced war as such to the absurd. So 
much for the military ethics. 
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Tt^ologists and philosophers, ever since ancient 
times have disputed and are still disputing the 
general problem, if and to what extent wax is 
m accordance with the teachings of the Church 
how it can be defended on moral ground? 
^ith the exception of small groups such as 

?- aa e ^ 5, Christian theology up to now has not 
rejected war m general but only '‘unjust war” 
This is a distinction which is incomprehensible 
to my scientifically trained mind.” 


the fate of wars the logical conclusion will be that 
both the sides will endeavour to secure and use the 
most powerful weapons they can avail of and the 
most powerful weapons will necessarily include the 
weapons of mass destruction. Military birth control 
is even more difficult to practise, especially when it 
comes to the stage of losing a war. Acquisition of 
military superiority is the end of all military defence. 
Moreover, in an age, where an attack is considered 
to be the best form of defence, the distinction in 
terms of quantities of arms and fire power becomes 
merely hypothetical. An aggressive powder can easily 
promote an armament race by threatening the integrity 
of its peace loving neighbours to which the latter 
have to succumb. 


14. We have seen Gandhiji’s view based on his 
reading of our history. We have also seen that the 
evidence of scientists, victorious generals and thinkers 
supports his view. Needs of humanity wanting to 
survive and considerations of human dignity also 
go in his favour. Genuine undisguised valour and 
bravery, not depending for their manifestation on arms, 
support him too. The lessons of the last two world wars 
add to the support. As we just noticed in 
the beginning of the talk - tangles of Berlin, Korea, 
Indo-China etc. demonstrate the truth of his 
statement. The only thing that comes in the way 
is the tradition of war. This gives an idea of the 
hold of traditions on the scientifically advanced 
world. 
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Does Violent Warfare Help Solutions or Bring Peace? 

We haVe Seen above the dan § er and risk 
involved m a war; now Jet us consider its utility 

ueont VU ? °' aX A Pr ° b]em ' Have wars rea3] y helped 
people to advance, to defend or even to 

check violence, that we stick to the tradition so 

eternunedJy? There have been in this world people 

who look upon war as an ideological obligation. 

in L ! * h them ‘ Eff ° rtS bave becn m ade 
n the past to set right these worshippers of the 

wil y sh° f b3? ^° Unter WarS - An ob J ective analysis 
wi 1 show that these efforts have not succeeded in 

obliterating the worshippers or their cult. Kaiser was 

ffitler M S-° niy l ° in the P ersons Of 

Hitler, Mussohm and Tojo. The latter were also 

to / Ppear in the P ersoa of the head 
an dt r? Communist Party. Whereas Hitler 

tetw^n th'em rh COntr ° Ued CXores of ^ple 

between them, China controls seventy crores - and 

China is not the less ambitious, 

_ What then has been gained * 

toce wcrtd wars ■ to end a]l wa ? s ■ IfnfzaX 
30 million dead and man,/ /u to 

It fe difficult to give the^answer m At°tet"f Ied ? 
say that we have acquired a position JTI 

£££ a s 

these weapons? Will those who are trv n! , 
keep in check the war ™ trym S to so 

from the consequences'? if * e . mselves escape 

-t spot this weataess h our wm 


of this fundamental weakness? Mao Se Tung has 
already described the atom bomb as a * Paper Tiger * 
This is not because it has not got ‘Nuclear teeth’ 
ut because Mao Se Tuug realises that those who 
are sitting on the tiger are even in greater danger 
han he. It is already bemg said by the men who 
rule China that even if China were to lose 300 
million to gam supremacy over the better part of 
the world* China would still be left with 400 

decked 0th “ S Wi “ haTe 

17. Other questions also arise. One of them 
is “ Can humanity permit wanton aggression?” 
The answer obviously is that it cannot. Permitting 
aggression would mean placing premium on broad 
day robbery and brute force. It would surely lead 

W r X “ the end ' But lhe aaxict y does 
nevertheless linger m the minds of sensible persons 

that m the process of getting the aggression vacated 

“ °“? elves ia a international 
conflict The other side can remain indifferent to 
this danger and can also take full advantage of 
this annety. Another question arises: ‘dm we 
afford a tatted war? The answer can be that it 
may _ not be so dangerous if it is a war between 
smaller powers and no big power is interested or 
VO ve m ;r. But it will be a provisional answer. 

™vT,' a 5 n one of ,ie bis » er "in 

water?? A ? dV “‘ a * e0US to ** « the troubled 
waters? A limited war can develop into a major 

any tune. Moreover, if Norman Cousins 'is 
right, it will be more economic for smaller powers 
to manufacture and possess nuclear bombs than to 
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contain a modern army. a third question can 
also arise t “What happens if a big power goes 

on a spree of aggression against the smaller 

fZ^ o7 r ? , ° Dly aflSWer ** the 

lavs of the jungle will obviously then prevail 
The claws will maul and the teeth will bite P The 
additional faculties that man possesses namefy 

IZ S °L7 C ^ science distinguish man from 

the beast, will prove hardly of any use. It j s a 

baffimg situation. Whichever way we travel there 

is a problem, and we reach no nearer a solution. 

TirmifaV' S °- T S have COme t0 tbis - The Western 
S zs liquidating itself - has almost liquidated 
itself, nco-western-cum-castem imperialism is risine 
m its place. Arms continue to be multiplied Thf 

cZ * “ Persis,s - Names of the dictators hate 
changed, the names of the suffering people have 
changed; Ure areas of operation have changed Z 
cult continues. Powers sma ]i a nd those X , ’J u 
m a responsible manner five under constant da ™ 
and anxiety. In the meantime the “ " 

tighter and tighter round human being wLte uS 
produce unclear weapons in their countries or not * 

The Great Dilemma of Human Race; 

19. It is true that this k i w a- 

which humanity wishes to go But tZ ™ ^ 
forced it or even now force* it to ^ , Wh ° 

Such a hopeless un imp«* V d So ! Science? 
attributed to science S S , approach ca *™t be 

not &****"■ 

Yet we continue to walk that way ^ He/°* W °J kmg ' 
dichotomy developing. wJS ^*L**«* 

»e why; the mind’s habit leads if the other w^ 




^ar a war to end not wars but to end the human 
ami y xcept for the fact that one or the other 
power showed some good sense history would 
have by now come to a stop. Those who showed the 
good sense deserve the gratitude of the world community. 
But is there any guarantee that one or the other party 
will always show that good sensei Moreover who 
is to guarantee that there will be no accident, mistake, 
malfeasance or fabrication. 

20 It is easy to bury one’s head in the sand and 
say ‘Let us not bother! What happens to others 
will happen to us. it will be however easier to die, 
but it will be difficult to lead a maimed life. Fall out 
may d° that with a vast population even without a 
war simply as a result of nuclear testing. In the same 
way, sometime, we may feel that this may be too 
pessimistic a view of the situation. But with the 
Damocles’ sword overhead what greater optimism can 
one show than take courage to consider the pros and 
cons of the situation? Again there are people who 
beheve in leaving the issue to God. But God is 
reputed to be helping only those who help themselves. 
Then we have the United Nations. We, however 
see that the U.N. is also no nearer a solution. Its 
proceedings are also affected by the politics of the 

?r C L B1 J? S With the resuIt evea halier People 

nice Mr. Thsombe can twist the tail. Wendel Wilkie 
once a Presidential candidate in the United States’ 
offered another solution. According to him the only 
solution was one world. But .before it comes to 
fruition, the Western world or the Communist world 
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will have to decide to burv eith*. 

system - capitalism or communism TmV * ^ 
would never agree tn a ,, tnen, they 

fflswer is co-existence or Pmci/s^TT' ^ 
«o»gh the solution. But we Jv. ^ 

experience of China *ru , ■ ? Ve ourselves the 

non-availability of a soluSr- ' is not the 
ftat violence can circumvent thf 
oo -existence. Violence is the !u ^ for 
aH reasonable arrangements. g ® hmg that Upsets 

Proper Line of Approach: 

W t ^ 0 ‘ h “ v Pr0W ™ tbat “"fronts 
violence ? ’ ]Vo bomb^T^™^* ^ P robIen i of 
accord, much l ess 0WeVer> bursts of own 

the tradition and an outJ™v l- r f the bomb lies 

justification, dignity and pre"“. Tad^T'’ 
become additionally to be in? d lienee has 

it i the thing Z can ^ W ‘ tb “ notio " fl»t 

° f « the traditions Zi ZZSZV* 
m ost important. One is thr fwo are the 

system ’ or the < JJ , estI0 “ of the ‘ social 

1 nationalism Wars are> r &nd tbe other is 

*• "tier „f t Z S Z Z T Sit 0a ‘ he ™ - 

East-West tensions and the ^ esponsibIe for the 
the minds of all th* , d 1S at tbe ba clc of 
together have encouraged ZitimP *' ^ B °* 

“ the name of seenfity “ V ” Pe ° Ple ' s mind 
so otL y ' JustIce > honour, dignity and 

imrtoth^ how can *,!"? ? na f Iy "educes 
there two problems viz. way of life ToT “ ,at * lin ® 1 

y 01 Jife aQ d nationalism. ' 







S/'rsr “ by tatetpreting »» — 

The pote-icv / r'ghteous society. 

are upholding! ~ ^SnUfic tut] ^ ° UrSelVes 

with our moral convictions aTVde C °°? C ! S 
objective justification n ' demes their 

falter on our lim ^ ® 08? fervent beIie ^ s 
questioned by 0Ur J ei . r autt «enticity i s 

intellectual conscience h i • P0WCrSl 0ur 
conviction underground.” 4S nVCn 0ltr moral 

and the^av t Ar^th? 451 " rdationshi P 

are solved then nattsi 5 ? Ues stated by Polanyi 
world. y we shall have a different 

Erich From poI° the'nrobl “‘T™ ° f natioMli ™- 
poses the problem of nationalism thus : 

“Nationalism is our far™ e • 
idolatry is our * 1! icest, is our 

y, is our insanity. “ Patrinticm » * 
its cult, ft sbom h patriotism ts 

that by ‘'patriotism ^ necessar y t0 say, 

which puts one’s own natioTah 3tWllde 
above the pri«cinj e , n f <■ lu bwe Vanity, 

the loving interest in one™ ow^ ° 0t 

IS *1 «*« a with the ZoJZiZT’ 

** With its material We : fare P 1 as much 

power over other nations. J ust as ^ ™ Xh lts 
individual which exclude *, V love for 0n& 
not love, Jove foTone! f ° r ° thers » 

part of one's love for h, C ° Un ? y wh{ch is not 
idolatrous worship.” manit y is not love, but 
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25. These two studies bring us nearer to the Hue 
of approach we can follow in relation to the East- 

West tangle. 

Role of Non- Violence ; 

26. I do not want to claim for non-violence 

that it can directly solve the issues or that it will 
answer all the requirements of the approach we have 
narrated above. But Gandhiji’s approach can help 
ns to find out ways and means (i) to circumvent 
violence which upsets all reasonable solutions; (»> P 
reconcile our scientific outlook and our normal 
convictions and (lii) to reconcile our duty to 
the nation with our duty to humanity, , 

27. Search for the eternal teuffi was. GandhijiV 
aim of life. What is after all the aim of science i 
it is not search for truth? Man’s achievements so far 
in the external fields of science should convince _s 
that tee lies an immense latent potato » 
Without this potential, such achivements vroujd ha 
been impossible. But the difficulty is that 
potential genius of man is exploited for ie8 ^ e ® 
la the field, external only. Science has been neglectog 
research in the field of the source or sour ^ of ^ 
latent potential research into this held o 

which we talked yesterday on 'A»a Tamv. 
we had remained content with the 
nervous system, but had not bothere a s 

which — 

setae, ^ 

man has two selves now • .* high y , thermo- 

projecting . within dealing 
nuclear science and a backward. -M • • •• 
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circle of friends though small is the hope of the 

faTTcTm ' Jt T. iS this sma11 circIe that wil] also be 

me to iuiai the hopes expressed in UNESCO charter 
to see that ‘the frontiers of peace are built in the 
minds of men’. As this circle widens and the masses 
come into, the picture, the hands of the peace-loving 
governments in the world will be strengthened and 
heard in the United Nations u ft, 
voice of humanity, thirsting for survival and peace. 

of ft, '™v£° « th f Tt 0f the P eace 'l° v *ng countries 
Nehra Tit ? , T with !he Woe Minister 
^ a l l Symh ° 1 despite the fact th at India is 
in / S 1 htIDg m^tariiy against Chinese aggression 
Into has declared through its Parliament t2f it w«i 

der no carcumstances use nuclear energy for Dreoarin. 
nuclear weapons. r j- , 101 P re P arin g 

declared its faith in tV v n ^ Ja has re P eate dly 

Which she still adheres. The pTli™ 

is the right policv to ? Y f non - aIl gnment 

wotking for the Ivoidant 0 f ” “ jf™ fl Which is 
India cannot take the onnc r r < ^ conflagration, 

which may be accen(ua ‘“* Polarisation, 

foresake ft, ‘ Tf It «, uld she 
small country and its weight 'on™™*' Wla Is not a 
would upset the precarious balance 5 “ the 0tte 

oussation of nuclear "testTaatUor l0dMI i S Workiag ( ’ or 

disarmanjent. " general a nd complete 

in, this hoble taskf* AlUhinF* PC ° Pie actlVe ^pport 
strengthen the hand^of^the^P people should try to 

Uovemmetit of India and other Tov End the 
.fox similar ends. th Governments working 
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32. Finally, what is needed is the undying faith 

of of the P e °P le ia the ultimate success 

of all righteous causes. “ SATYAMEVA JAYATE ” 

(It . “ °® Iy truth that w i«s) is our nation’s motto and 

0° \!X m °Tke7t ' baCM “ P by «“* «*» 

o bombs. Then the gun wins and not the truth 

of ° f tr “ th ' S the a ™ for whici Stations 

d **« of India have worked for ages 
past It n a basic reality. No mm wBo has re * 

w ^ ’,1 r h has been let down b ? “ fat 

We should be more concerned with righteousness of 
our cause and the correctness of our means and shoal 
go forward with faith in Milling our duty. Nuclear 

ohL'7 w and 3 &i!h “ us of a 'comparable 
“‘f W / camot fa “ the problems of the nuclear 
age with the degree of faith that was adequate for the 
s one age. Faith in the weapoiis of violence has 
as m a dilemma and brought m close to suicide. 

tw SOlutlon is c o-existence; but co-existence 
that will not permit itself to be circumvented by 
violence. What is left therefore for us is to develop 
our faith in non-violence. . ; 



lecture -rrr 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS 
OF NON-VIOLENCE 

liras of gteu men have"^^ 0 ” 1 ™™™ 81 Subjecl - 

approach which i s c f a veZT S ° metbin 8 * their 
tho individual studyl ‘ Va '“ e ' II is for 

Permanent part. Ifo f ho L bv% 10 Mrt out that 
understand that many ^ ,tat thT‘ en ° <18 ' 1 ,0 

ha “ 00 'y iomporary relevance Th‘ ° r did 

^stance that they formulated \ Th ' ^ 11 pro ^ ran3l »es for 
^ey enunciated could be effect* WellaS the Policies 

*** ttey fulfilled the nted V '™ 
occasions. It „ ould be eeds of the particular 

® em to be applicable at all L« of 

were made t 0 apply them u If atl attempt 

the needs of ^ B "° d 

tiUte. that would result in „ lota , „ ‘ he dcraM ds 0 f 
iovmjly knitted by a mother f ’ W °o>len s , 
fc good for it 4 q “** f” » child of one 

nd, colons expect the chiM , * * wmId 

waen it grows i t t d to P«t them on 

*d during fte days of AU ‘ha, Gandhi* 

“ «me. B„, wh? Z * Wy im P“«ant 
•£SR«* importance t0 an Wi, mue t0 >» of 
•he dynamic medium of n™ • and 10 India is 
.«j! « developing Cn„ “T™ 1 ®" for bailii * 

***** of trTa^rce ^ e' he ~ 
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dangerous .mphcatsom. They have produced 
contradictions which only a non-violent approach 
can resolve. This ts being realised by great men 
al ° ve r the world. It is so very necessary that we 
realise this also a ad not rely on the capacity of 
wars and violence to solve our disputes, 

. In * he sams wa y the third important aspect 
which JS of permanent value is the socio-economic 
pattern Gandhy'i was working out, which we are 
going to discuss today. Here again, we shall have 
to be careful not to emphasize those features of it 
which were of a temporary nature or / which were 
the outcome of his subjective reactions. That would 
be mis-reading him in the existing context. At the 
same time there are good many aspects of his 
socio-economic approach which have an' .efifaiing 
value for us. Our own interests require that we do 
not by - pass them, 

GandhijTs Picture of Future Ecommyoflndiq-f 

3» Ih an int^rgfting exchange of letters in 1945 
the two master minds of India discussed this subject 
Gandhi ji wrote to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru : 

I want our position vis-a-vis each other to be 
clearly understood by us .....The bond that 
unites us is not political. It is immeasureably 

deeper and unbreakable! Therefore . ...I 

earnestly desire that in the political field 
also we should understand each other dearly. 

both live for the cause of, India's 

freedom and we would both gladly die for 
it. .. ...Whether we get praise or blame is 
immaterial to us. ... ,.,1. am now an old 
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I am envisaging out m — * 7 ' 

The village of my dreams is stiB nv my ***£ 

After all ever> 7 man lives in: the world. 

intelligent human beings.. .Tfce> _ - M en Ll 
in' din and. darkness as #^^ i'J&U ,- fr 
women will be free at>le ,^^ e ^ 

anvnne in the world. .llMMNI 


and become self-sufficient. If be does not have 
this control, he cannot save . himself. After all, 
the world is made up of individuals jest a$it 
is the drops that constitute t&« oecm 71155 
is a well known truth. ” 

“While I admire modern science, I find that it 
is the old looked at m the true light or modem 
science which should be reclothed an 
refashioned aright. Yon must not n^gme that 

^ . ..ti irv »<? it is tcdav. 


* Wr'/ UJtl ! * ^ v V \ ;.Y i, •? 

Wbmeft will be free and 

sr»Ste 

£5? of manual labour. ...» 18 ^ ''**** 
envisage railways, post and telegraph - aod ’ 
the like ... 5> Y 7. Y, 
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correspondence. 
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Gandhiji’s thoughts ■ ri) ij,* 1 , ease ’ as we reatI 
oriented economy • fjj j.; c ™phasis on a village 

of life; andlmti IT 13 ’ 18 °" a ™P Ia 4 
socio-economic texture. His^im 011 a C °° perative 
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tfae cause of truth and n ■ , a f dedicated to 
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approach woSd ^eem ^b^tTlf 0 ” 0 ™” tire whole ' 
^ learnt. Modern econ^id t"* 6 ‘° a “ «> a ‘ >* 
industrialisation is the kev to eaches Us that rapid 
Gandhiji seemed to contest this CCOnoinic Progress ; 
economics suggests that pr0posnion - Modern 

denote a happy society • he ! ^ Standards of living , 
Moden, ocenonrica “to ° ^ ^ a,s ° * 
material incentives as an ! * competition an d ' 

of economic progress* ^ COnditio m the base 
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M&ge Oriented Set-up : A % 

Qandhiji, it should S 
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mass literacy and sanitary and , 
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to science and technology. Here 
his statement : '■ d» ; 


Me| 

‘ J| at 


the character of the village industry 
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vil agers using even the modern machines and 
tools that they can afford to use. Only 

of wher”" be “ a me “ S of ex P'°iWio n 

5555 H 

= ssyirvi as 

urban ecofotnv had " b “ ause «* 

which he had doubts, sfg fi“nce ^Tw'' 0 '' abC>Ut 
would be its fly-wheel Rn„, d blg C01 ™rerce 

-tch for ,he y u ; h a :\ c f;r; c rc y in wo D u r d d be n ° - 

* “oPotition, nor would fhe mral Productlon 
able to withstand the pulls that , econon V be 
would exercise over the r at th Urban eoont »ny - 
Propaganda Z ^ W 

the past had pJovld^d’a field f 1 Wian viIIa ges in ' 
and creativeness for all who ^ develo P in g initiative , 
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tt«n of this opportunity ° rjust t0 1 1 
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similar scale in L time 3 fieId on a Jjfjr 
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d ^ rov ’ e the ^ast burdensome on the scarce 
° the nation. It would cut down the 

costs of management, transport and 

m, 

He was also convinced that ft would he 
ntegrate a ad harmonise the social groupings 
iuntrv s life at their source in a cooperative 
1 ^TJcuuurc, animal husbandry and processing 
forming the economic base; and. the 
*0 of basic education, with its emphasis on 
d dignity of all those engaged in the task 
ag ( a £ re ' 4t country, forming the emotional 
ral base. He wanted to harness the power 1 
teand the power of big finance aa& commerce 
to the human aspect of man. The men 
1 destiny according to him were the farmers, 
breeders, the artisans and they should be 
red first, it was an all-inclusive approach, 
ts, cooperative societies and basic education 
be the three basic mediums for bringing 
ese socio-economic changes. 

As against this, the urban economy according 
ymhofised an economy with mass production 
objective. This would ruin the surviving 
> in the rural sector and augment the plight 
nemployed and under -employed rural labour, 
nomy would encourage a culture which would 
r and comfort oriented. Rural culture was 
oriented. The former would encourage 
m oi the basic human urges. It would set 
pie in idleness and lethargy before the rural 
That would neither be in the interest of the 
or that of the country. Urban standards were 
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the modern Western economic setTn Tf ° PP ° siti<m to 
the question of special ri™ . P before eonsiderine 

obliged him to the' conclusion T* ° f India wUcl1 
objection to the modern economic amVKl at ’ His 
divided broadly into two mT 1 approach could be 
differed front *"»*■■* to him man 
“nhug creature. Man’s ™. * 1 be was a tool, 
wholly depended upon “ * human Wag 

■Mtottive and creative™* he * ets *» 

production deprived man ’ of ^ ,n W f StCT “ m °des of 
an automaton of him q h these and made 

whole concept of ,L ™ da ^7” dl l. he *“ «« *he 

upon an unnatural view of was ba sed 

existence on Earth Th-* • mm s purpose of hie 
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5 oot only Mite a wrong path 
aim of his existence and perverted: 
>f freedom, respect and kfiowhsdg©. 
it fhethe was to settle the direction of 
matter when we reached there; only 
leviate from that dinecddn. : 'i- 

Lture is growing in the West also 
date of the modem society and 
ch it is moving. Erich Fromm questions 
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jreat author of ‘ Sane Society', Mr. Erich 
ing the effect of the Western modes @f 
social organisation says : 

iis well as the other two authors (Huxley 
ay atm) are only implying that the 
f managerial industrialisation, in whiife 
fids machines which act like men and 
$ -men who act like machines, is 
ve to an era of dehumanisation and 
e alienation in v^cj^lajen are transformed 
mgs and become appendices to the 
of production and consumption. All 
■e authors imply that this danger exists 
/ m Communism of the Russian or the 
versions but that it is a danger inherent 
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in the modern mode of production anc 
organisation and relatively independent of th< 
various ideologies.” 

17, Huxley endorses this thesis of Fromm and 
narrates the possible consequences of the Western 
modes of production and organisation on the individual 
as well as society : 

“ During the past century the successive advances 
in technology have been accompanied by corres- 
ponding advances in organisation; complicated- 
machinery has had to be matched by complicated 
social arrangements, designed to work as smoothly 
as a new' instrument of production. In order to 
fit into these organisations, individuals have 
had to de-individualise themselves; have had 
to deny their native diversity and conform to 
standard pattern; have had to do their best to 
become automatons.” 


“ An organisation is neither conscious nor alive. 
Its value is derivative and instrumental. It 
is not good in itself. It is good to the extent 
that it promotes the good of the individuals 
who are parts of the collective whole. To give 
organisation precedence over persons is to 
subordinate means to ends. What happens 
when ends are subordinated to means was 
clearly demonstrated by Hitler and Stalin. 
Under their hideous rule personal ends were 
subordinated to organisational means by a 
mixture of violence and propaganda, systematic 
terror and systematic manipulation of minds.” 






h, against; centra 

lisation, ' But : it i 

counts ; it is what 


tbe modes of production as well as the social 
tion and the qualitative growth of man Stage 
as science and technology develop we find a 
gs happening in the afRu-ent societies. Appetites 
creasing ly ; human relationships become more 
re commercialised ; priorities in the matter.of 
i and supplies shift from human beings to 
social ills such as child delinquency, -alcoholism, 
suicides, homicidal tendencies multiply and 
;t terrific of all the consequences is that man 

:i*&. r- ■. uli h v ■ Jr f''> ? '-.r f .V'. jvi : .J '-r. s 'ffi 


enes are pro 
field of industry .and 

stock and bullion etc chan 
uU with the country’s press > an 
ttioas It is what these mediums do tixm 
It should be clear to anyone that they- have in 
industrial society or a '‘technological society ‘h 
their decided objective. This objective,. With 
s in rapid industrialisation, both for civil add; 

purposes., can only take the Indian sodjd^ 
the same destination about which the thlnfety 
West are so worried today. 
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20. There may be people who believe that it 
would be possibe to temper the character of this 
technological society to Indian needs. The question is ; 
Who will temper it and how? Individuals, however 
powerful and dynamic, can only play a marginal role in 
the frame work that obtains today. The most influential 
‘ Ba P u ’ could stand between Partition and United 
India and against so many other things that happened 
in the post-freedom era. Even the indomitable Sardar, 
opposed as he initially was to the demand for the 
division of the country, was in the end obliged to yield. 
Pandit Jawaha rial Nehru, allergic to communalism as 
rarely anyone else in India has been, had also to yield. 
A human being, however mighty he may be, has the 
freedom to make a choice for himself; occasionally 
he can make a choice for a small or big group * 
once, however, it comes to a system entrenched in 
human weaknesses and buttressed by governmental 
authority, power of the purse and intelligence the 
human being has to accept the inevitable. 

21. I realise that we cannot reject, out of fear of 
apprehended consequences, the advantages of science 
and technology, especially when we know that they 
would be useful in liquidating the phenomenal poverty 
disease and ignorance that exist in our land All 
I want to say ! S that there must be some fundamental 
thing in our approach which can safeguard our 

S' S ' mpIe ^ from fal,in * Asm 


22 Aldous Huxley raised this fundamental 
question pertaining to the aims of Western s oc 2l 

He Z^'Z bt r what Qaau » «££«££ 
He observed We have always chosen to adapt our 


slligence is excellent, his reason 
ting and in view of his technical 
ie is seriously endangering the 
ation and even of the human race.” 

hiji might not have read all that the 
ten. But his intuition 
m approach was inadequate, erroneous 
and in any case inapplicable to the 
Indian people and the conditions in 
his approach was expressed in the 
•eligion, it did pot lack a practical 
u.s just glance over the practical aspects 
an which induced him to lay so much 
i in and day out on the village t 
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Practical consideration : 

25. According to Gandhiji’s opinion the fate 
of India was going to be decided by three basic 
facets of India’s life • 

(a) the social approach of the people; 

(b) pattern of national living or standard of 

living having regard to the means and 
resources of the country ; and 

(c) pattern of the industrial set-up having 

regard to the size of India’s population. 

26. We have dealt with the positive aspect of 
his social objectives. He believed that the essential 
purpose of human life was not material acquisition 
but search for God which he described as search 
for truth through self-purification. He was insistent 
that it is this concept of life for which India has 
lived and for which India is working. 

27. Coming to the pattern of national living, 
Gandhiji emphasized : 

"Civilisation, in the real sense of the term, 
consists not in the multiplication but in the 
deliberate and voluntary restriction of wants. 
This alone promotes real happiness and 
contentment and increases the capacity for 
service ”, 

Apart from this aspect of individual happiness, 
on which people may hold different views, Gandhiji 
was intensely conscious of the realities of Indian 
situation. The question that he put to his people 
was whether the nation could afford living standards 
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beyond their real needs, as he puts it in his letter 
having regard to the pecuniary resources available? 
That question is still before us. Detailed calculation 
of the statistical data shows that in 1961-62 the 
per capita income of the lowest ten per cent of 
our country’s population was Rs. 6-60 per month; 
and of the five layers above it was Rs 9-60* 
Rs. 11-70, Rs. 13-25, Rs. 17-35 and Rs. 21-50 per 
capita per month respectively. Sixty per cent of our 
population is covered by this number. 


28. As against this fact, it is estimated by the 
Nutrition Advisory Committee that a person would 
need Rs. 35 per month for food alone to sustain 
hmiself in comparative health. It is not the fault 
of the Government or anyone that this is not 
available. But I am taking the situation as it exists. 
India, if she wants to avoid an internal conflict 
should bear in mind the fundamental consideration 
that the standards of living for a large mass of the 
people till the end of the century will hardly be 
above bare sustenance level. Gandhiji was of the 
view that in this state of circumstances the difference 
between the minimum and the maximum in the 
matter of consumption standards should not be high. 
Practical and moral aspects suggested a national 
pattern of living which should not be beyond India’s 
capacity. The possible income at the end of the 
century in the lowest twenty per cent is likely to 
go up to Rs. 20 per capita per month. It will be 
hazardous to promote classes with desperate high 
standards of living and more especially to indulge 
m vulgar ostentation when the large masses of people 
are Jiving on the verge of sustenance. 
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29. But to him even more important than the 
question of pattern of living was the qaestion 
of the industrial pattern. He was moved by the 
spectacle of mass unemployment and under 
employment in the country. Even now India has 
a acre on hand fully unemployed and double 
that number partially unemployed. Every year there 
is an accretion to the labour force by 25 to 30 
lakhs of people. Fifteen per cent of the rural people 
belong to the category of landless labourers. Fifteen 
per cent of the land holders own less than an 
acre of land. Gandhiji felt that apart from their 
inherent weaknesses, the Western methods of 
production were absolutely inapplicable to Indian 
conditions. The problem of industrialisation in India 
ought to be considered on its own merits, taking into 
account the immensity of the problem, and the scarce 
resources India possesses. These masses of unemployed 
and under-employed people were at the moment out of 
the orbit of rural economy even though they were a 
part and parcel of the rural population. They have 
no place in the urban set up also. He was of the 
view that they should be so absorbed that they become 
an integral part of the national economy. He sensed 
danger in leaving such a large and growing mass 
at a loose end. He felt that India could not be 
stable till comparative stability was assured to this 
formidable section of the people. It was this that 
led him to suggest an agro-industrial set up and 
oppose centralisation in industry. It is getting clear 
to the economists who have studied the problem of 
employment that he was not at all wrong in insisting 
upon concentrating on rural industries. Today the 
current is swinging in the direction he had pointed 
out. It is being seriously considered that the processing 



industries should, as far as possible, be located in 
the decentralised rural sector. But that also is not 
going to offer a complete solution of the problem. 
If we want this section of our society to feel stable 
in the national economic set up, we shall have to go 
much further still and see what can be done to fix them 
up as an integrated part of the rural economy- 

30. It will be wrong to consider this as a 
retrograde step or as working for a primitive economy. 
Just as our love for the old economy should not 
make us blind towards the ‘wind of change from 
outside, our fascination for the ‘wind of change 
should not make us blind towards the realities of 
our country’s situation. Moreover, to consider tha 
centralisation in industries is the only way in w ic 
modern science and technology can be employed for 
the betterment of the people is to argue that, whatever 
the realities, the needs of science and technology 
must prevail. Science and technology after all are 
intended for the people and not the people for them. 
Centralisation is creating problems of unemployment 
even in thinly populated countries. India with its 
dense population must then be written off for full 
employment. Secondly, decentralisation does not 
mean absence of heavy and capital goods industry. 
Any one who has that feat should study the Karachi 
Resolution of the Congress in 1931. The idea never 
was to prevent anything. The idea was to consolidate 
the foundations of the country’s economy. Nothing 
that stood in the way of doing this was acceptable 
to Gandhi] i. Nothing that helped the process was 

taboo for him. 

31, On the basis of this test, India would in 
any case need heavy industries to strengthen the 
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base of the decentralised structure of economy, *ndia 
would also need heavy industries to provide the 
economic over-heads to the rural economy. It would 
need them for expansion of her rural economy. 

It would need banking, insurance and other commercial 
and trade institutions too. They would, however, 
be motivated by the single consideration of 
strengthening the rural base. 

32. It is possible to ask me if Indian planning 
is proceeding on these lines now. The answer is 
not easy to give. There are two currents of thought 
and as I have said already it is not what a few 
people say that counts. There is no question that the 
greater pull is against this approach; India, in the last 
few weeks, has become conscious of her new obligation. 
To save India from Chinese aggression is a great 
and noble undertaking. The same can also be said 
of helping India to develop India’s manpower and 
natural resources in a manner that India could, 
develop her essential personality. None can. desire 
India to be a third rate copy of any foreign economy, 
I have no doubt that our planners are studying this 
questions in that light even in the midst of the 
emergency. India can draw upon what is in her 
interest from outside, but in the final analysis it is 
she who has to solve her problems. None can solve 
them for her. I have full faith that this will happen. 

33. Thus we end our round of talks on Gandhiji. 
We discussed some basic and fundamental truths 
emanating from his teachings which are of permanent 
interest to our country. He gave us a new medium 
thahts ould govern the relationship between man 
and man, without distinction of caste or creed, 
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nationality or rank and without distinction whether 
the other person is a friend or air adversary. He 
provided us with a dynamic technique by which we can 
fight untruth and injustice proceeding from any 
source whatsoever. He also gave humanity a hope 
m dealing with the greatest of human problems - the 
problem of human survival. He gave an instrument 
by which even if we cannot resolve that problem, 
we can temper its course till wisdom prevailed and 
the global disarmament was achieved. Finally, he 
gave us a foot-rule to measure our growth on the 
socio-economic plan. The test of our growth and 
of the socio-economic development, according to him- 
lay in an integrated approach to the problem of man as 
man. Man should have a proper direction. He should 
have the wherewithal to develop his initiative and 
creativeness. He should have employment and finally 
he should have concern for the people round about. 
The social system can be judged only on the basis 
as to how its members treat the weakest and the under, 
developed. According to him the safest course for India 
was to begin with the village and go upwards and 
always bear in mind that our moorings a T e safe and 

secure. 


It is true that we cannot go at one step as far 
as he wanted. Nevertheless, it will be profitable for us 
to hold this mirror before us so that we Know what 
we possess, but more than that, we know what we lack. 

May I again thank yott, Mr. Vice-Chancellor 
and friends, for the great opportunity that you thave 
given me to speak on this subject. I do cot kn , 
these talks will be useful to the student wor . 
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I must own that they have given me an opportunity to 
refresh my mmd in the midst of the changes that W 
taken place and are continuously taking place in )u 
society and tbe world. Lei us hope that „Uh 
Gandhiji s blessings we may be able to build up an 
India of his dreams at least to a moderate extent. 
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